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OLTA MISSION STATEMENT:
To encourage the land trust movement in Ontario.
Ontario Land Trust Alliance encompasses wilderness, agricultural and other lands, water and facilities that have a natural,
cultural or heritage significance to communities throughout Ontario. OLTA serves a province-wide network of member groups
who adhere to an acceptable set of standards and practices regarding the broad spectrum of land trust activities.
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR
The noted speaker Bruce Barton is famous for his statement
“When you’re through changing, you’re through.” OLTA is a
perfect example of this fact and in its brief 10 year history we
have all seen many changes. From our formation as a committee
of Ontario Nature (formally the Federation of Ontario Naturalists ) with 14 land trusts, to our being housed in the offices of the
Rideau Waterway Land Trust (RWLT) as OLTA, to where we are
today, it is invigorating to see the progress that OLTA has made.
We must pay tribute to all those involved in our founding
including Ontario Nature, NCC (our first funder), Ron Reid and
Stew Hilts (first Chairs and driving forces), Dave Walker (first
Program Manager) and RWLT(first HQ). Next time you see
any one of these people or organizations be sure to nod and
say thanks.

Over the past five years we have incrementally been moving
towards what is now a 100% membership agreement to work
towards achieving high standards and best practices as articulated
in the Canadian Land Trust Standards & Practices. We could
not have got this far without the ready and constant support of
our friends at the Canadian Land Trust Alliance (CLTA) and at
the Land Trust Alliance (LTA).
I would also like to thank our long standing partners and
funders from the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources,
Environment Canada and the Ontario Trillium Foundation.
More recent generous support from the EJLB Foundation and
the Helen McCrea Peacock Foundation are sure to make this
next year a roaring success.

It was in 2002 that Ontario Land Trust Alliance was incorporated and registered as a charity mandated to support Ontario’s
land trusts. And now five years later, we have taken the next step
towards a stronger alliance by moving out of our generous host
offices at RWLT and opening our first office in Toronto,

As my term as Chair comes to an end I can only say that it has
been a pleasure to serve the land trust movement in Ontario.
Your organization is stronger, larger and healthier than it has
ever been and our future looks very bright both for OLTA – and
more importantly – for land conservation.

capital of our province.
Best regards,
Your Board of Governors is delighted with our first Executive
Director, Kathy Allan, whose energy and passion for conservation
will serve us well. Be sure to introduce yourself to Kathy when you
have the opportunity as she is the new face and voice of OLTA.
Chris Baines

OUR MEMBERS
Ahmic Lake Land Trust

Kensington Conservancy

Northumberland Land Trust

Algoma Highlands Conservancy

Lake Clear Conservancy Inc.

Oak Ridges Moraine Land Trust

Blue Mountain Watershed Trust

Lake Superior Conservancy and

Ontario Farmland Trust

Foundation

Watershed Council

Ontario Heritage Trust

Canada South Land Trust

Lambton Wildlife Incorporated

Ontario Nature

Conservation Ontario

Land Conservancy for Kingston,

Orono Crown Lands Trust

Couchiching Conservancy
D.I.A.M.O.N.D.S Conservation
Land Trust
Escarpment Biosphere

Frontenac, Lennox & Addington
Land Preservation Society of the
Ottawa Valley

Rainy Lake Conservancy
Rideau Waterway Land Trust
Thames Talbot Land Trust

Long Point Basin Land Trust

The Bruce Trail Association

Lower Grand River Land Trust

The Muskoka Heritage Trust

Georgian Bay Land Trust

McIlwraith Field Naturalists

Thickson’s Woods Heritage Foundation

Haliburton Highlands Land Trust

Mississippi Madawaska Land Trust

Thousand Islands Watershed Land Trust

Hamilton Naturalists’ Club

Nature Conservancy of Canada –

Thunder Bay Field Naturalists

Conservancy Inc.

Hastings Prince Edward Land Trust

Ontario Region

Kawartha Heritage Conservancy

Niagara Land Trust

Valleys 2000 (Bowmanville Inc.)

Today, the environment is enjoying extensive
media coverage, top priority within government and is commonly referred to as the most
important issue with the public

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
When I consider I joined OLTA last November at the Gathering,

And looking externally, as the cover of this annual report

it’s hard to believe this summer we opened an office in Toronto,

announces, Ontario Land Trust Alliance has adopted a new look

and just recently have hired Victor Reyes as our new Program

and is crafting key public messages to inspire people to donate

Coordinator. But maybe not so difficult to fathom when you

land and “Call/join your local land trust”.

consider OLTA has the capable and experienced bookkeeper
Jean Labrecque to handle our administration and accounting

OLTA is working hard to make it easier for the public to find

functions and a skilled and supportive Board of Governors at

you at your “kitchen table”. We’re working on a better map so

the helm.

anyone can quickly access a brief description of organizations
involved in protecting land in their area of Ontario. Whether a

The OLTA Board of Governors continues its transformation from

private land trust, a regional conservation authority or another

an operational focus to a more policy orientation; and an impor-

type of conservation body, OLTA will be helping donors to

tant step in this direction was the OLTA board undergoing an

connect with causes they love and want to support. By working

organizational assessment at the March board retreat. Valuable

collaboratively and focussing on the greater good of saving land,

lessons from this process have been fed into the Alliance’s

we will be more successful at securing and protecting Ontario's

annual plan which continues to reflect priorities identified in

natural, scenic, cultural heritage and agricultural lands.

the 2006-2009 strategic plan prepared by Ball & Lister; both
the annual and strategic plans will be available on the new

Time is running out. Our most precious lands in Ontario are

OLTA website.

under severe threat. Some say we have only a very few years to
secure essential lands required to keep our lands and wildlife

This past year also saw OLTA increase efforts to “link” to the

healthy in perpetuity. It’s a great feeling to be working with such

membership through vehicles such as the monthly issues of

great people contributing to such important work. There is a lot

OLTA E-news, a new toll free access to the office, and ongoing

yet to do.

upgrades to our website. Additional initiatives included planning for our first annual membership survey designed to get
valuable feedback and data on key member issues that will help
guide program development and the allocation of resources in
future years for OLTA.
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OLTA MEMBER SERVICES
The Ontario Land Trust sector has grown rapidly – 50% of OLTA

soon hope to be a reliable source to inform our members about

member organizations are less than a decade old. There are

recent technical, legal and operational changes, policies, and

exceptions, including the venerable Ontario Nature, Bruce Trail

developments.

Association, the Nature Conservancy of Canada (NCC) and the
36 conservation authorities put in place after the 1954 Hurri-

ONTARIO LAND TRUST GROWTH

cane Hazel. In June 2007, OLTA invited Ontario’s Conservation

40

Authorities to join the alliance as associate members in recogni-

35

tion of our shared objective to save conservation land in Ontario.

We are fortunate to have almost 100 organizations in Ontario
experienced in the complex world of land transactions and
registered as eligible to accept Eco-Gift properties. The Ontario
Land Trust Alliance is comprised of 37 local land trusts with 18
employing staff and the rest continuing to rely exclusively on
the hard work and dedication of volunteers.

30
# OF LAND TRUSTS

To date 8 have joined and others have expressed interest.
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format this past year that is environmentaly friendly and complies with

A special thank-you goes out to The Nature Conservancy of

Canada’s privacy act allowing user’s to

Canada who give above and beyond their OLTA membership

opt in and out. We have started to use

dues each year.

this resource to advertise and promote
your various local campaigns, to describe and celebrate successes, and

As registered charities, land trusts receive donated or purchased lands and conservation easements in important natural and agricultural areas. Currently, OLTA
member land trusts own or control over 50,000 acres valued at about $30 million
and hold 90 conservation easements conserving a further 10,000 acres. This is a
substantial investment in community-supported conservation on private lands.
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ONTARIO LAND TRUST
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
COMMITTEE

- reinstatement of the Community Conservation Lands category

CHAIR, ANGUS MCLEOD

Relations committee members including Christopher Baines,

The Ontario Land Trust Assistance Program (OLTAP) receives
funding support from the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources
and Environment Canada – Ontario Region. Grants are made

of Conservation Lands Tax Incentive Program in December 2004
Many thanks to current and past volunteer Government

Peter Hannah, Lisa McLaughlin, Bob Barnett, Joan Eaglesham,
Paul Peterson, Frank Shaw; and many others who have provided
support and input.

available for land securement costs associated with donations or
purchase of title or conservation easements involving ecologically and culturally significant lands. Eligible securement costs
include appraisal, survey, legal, planning approval fees and envi-

OLTA EDUCATION AND
TRAINING PROGRAM

ronmental audit costs. Land transfer taxes associated with the

CHAIR, APRIL MATHES

purchase of lands and conservation easements are also eligible.

Annual Gathering
OLTA has produced and delivered five annual three-day confer-

Since 2003, the OLTAP program has supported the purchase

ences specifically tailored to the learning needs of the land trust

or protection of 6,427 acres of lands with a total value of

community – and attended by representatives of conservation

$11,356,370. The OLTAP grant programs have resulted in

bodies from across Canada. Thanks once again this year to the

leverage ratios greater than twenty dollars of land value secured

many partner organizations who volunteered their time to make

for every single dollar of grant funding.

the Kempenfelt 2006 gathering a valuable learning opportunity
and fun too.

OLTA GOVERNMENT
RELATIONS COMMITTEE
CHAIR, IAN ATTRIDGE

Regional Workshops
With the generous support of the Ontario Trillium Foundation,
OLTA has operated the very popular regional workshop program
held throughout Ontario since 2003. This year thanks to the

OLTA has a track record of working successfully with the broader

Bruce Trail Association and OrLand Conservation we learned

land securement community, with Ducks Unlimited, other

about the Rush Cove Property Campaign and Sound Conserva-

environmental non-profits, interested parties and governments

tion Easement Programs. And thanks to representatives from

at all levels, to advance land securement and stewardship. OLTA

MNR and EC-Ontario who provided an update on recent

works closely with government and affiliated bodies like Conser-

changes to Ontario’s Conservation Act.

vation Ontario – the association serving Conservation Authorities,
and Ontario Heritage Trust, both members of OLTA. Our
successes include:

100% of OLTA land trust member boards of directors have
resolved to adopt the Canadian Land Trust Standards and

- implementation of the conservation agreement (easement)
reforms in Bills 16 (2005) and 51 (2006)
- exemption from capital gains tax for ecological gifts in the
federal Budget in May 2006,

Organizational Assessment

Practices in an effort to strengthen their organizations. The new
“Assessing Your Organization” program will be OLTA's first
initiative to deliver a program to support land trusts and help
them meet these standards and practices.
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TREASURERS REPORT
The year just ended for OLTA has been challenging, exciting,

All in all, I am able to report to you that your Alliance is in

and very successful. It began, not without some trepidation,

excellent financial condition to carry out it’s work , and to

because as we all said at the time, we were taking a leap of faith.

meet it’s obligations to funders, throughout the coming year.

We had decided that we would establish a presence in or near
Toronto , to transfer our accounting function to Toronto , to hire

Bill Salter

a full time Executive Director, and to open an office location.

Treasurer

Now, one year later, we are able to report to you that we have
successfully completed that undertaking.

STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS
We have ended the year with a $32,678 surplus, providing us with
a “cushion” against unforeseen or unfunded expenses in the future.

June 30

The major expenditures of funds were Operations an Programs,

REVENUE

$87,832, the 2006 Gathering and Workshops of $74,915 and the

Grants

awarding of grants through the OLTAP program of $99,274.

Memberships
Special events
Education and training
Other income

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
June 30

2007

2007

2006

236,703

257,374

13,325

13,510

3,872

4,326

38,215

31,412

9,250

7,930

301,365

314,552

87,832

72,815

2006
EXPENDITURES
Operators and programs

ASSETS
Current

Board meetings

4,988

11,349

Cash

Canadian Alliance

3,802

57,968

Communication and

6,047

5,089

74,915

78,471

Accounts receivable
Prepaid expenses

188,738

186,590

4,119

14,314

2,323

-

195,180

200,904

membership services
Education and training
Fundraising
OLTAP grants

LIABILITIES

OLTAP program expenses

Current
Accounts payable
and accrued liabilities

9,516

1,695

Deferred revenue (Note 4)

152,987

177,831

162,503

179,526

3,284

-

99,274

87,679

9,924

2,056

290,066

315,427

Net revenue (expense) for
the year

11,299

(875)

Net Assets
Net Assets
Unrestricted net assets

32,677

21,378

195,180

200,904

beginning of year

21,378

22,253

end of year

32,677

21,378

For a complete set of the audited financial statements prepared by Brent J. Burns, C.A. please call (416) 588-OLTA or e-mail us at
admin@ontariolandtrustalliance.org

Land trusts are registered charities that work cooperatively with landowners to
encourage wise land stewardship and the securement of private legal protection
for important lands including properties with ecological significance, agricultural
importance and/or cultural heritage value.
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BOARD DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
CHAIR, MELISSA WATKINS
The OLTA board manual is being created indexed to the Standards and Practices and is an ongoing project for the Board Development Committee. With the benchmark information obtained from the Assessing Your Organization workshop completed by the
OLTA board, our committee has a heavy workload for the next few years to coordinate the production of policies and procedures
identified as lacking. It will take the energy and dedication of OLTA current and future governors to complete this important work.
We want to acknowledge and thank all Governors who have served Ontario Land Trust Alliance in the past 5 years – we couldn’t
have done it without you!

OLTA BOARD GOVERNORS 2002-2007
Ian Attridge

2002-2004

Bob Barnett

2002-2004

Judy Eising

2002-2004

Andrea Kettle

2002-2004 (secretary)

Bernie VanDenBelt

2002-2005 (chair)
(past-president 2006)

Christopher Baines

2003-2006, 2006-2009
(chair 2005-2007)

Stew Hilts

2002-2005 (past chair)

Jo-Anne Rzadki

2003-2006, 2006-2009

Paul Peterson

2002-2004 (vice-chair 2004-2005)

Peter Hannah

2004-2007

Sally Gillis

2002-2006

Joan Eaglesham

2004-2007

Katie Goldberg-Zwick

2002-2006, 2006-2009

Brian Byrnes

2004-2005

Angus McLeod

2002-2004, 2004-2007

April Mathes

2004-2007 (secretary 2004-2006,

Bill Salter

2003-2006, 2006-2009

Melissa Watkins

2002-2004, 2004-2007

Alan Ernest

2002-2005, 2005-2007

(treasurer 2004-2007)

(vice-chair 2005)

vice-chair 2006-2007)
Lisa McLaughlin

2005-2008

Wally King

2005-2008

Lionel Normand

2006-2009
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