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To strengthen land conservation in Ontario by building and supporting a 
strong land trust movement. 

VISION

OLTA works to advance overall excellence in community land 
conservation in Ontario as a non-partisan and independent organization 
that promotes best practices and organizational excellence. It 
aggregates and shares land trust data and partners in research and 
education to contribute conservation planning expertise. It also 
continues to operate and expand as a trusted funding program 
administrator to support the sector.
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Congratulations on all your land conservation successes this year!

The Ontario Land Trust Alliance represents a fantastic community of knowledgeable and dedicated 
individuals all working towards a common goal. Our community continues to grow as we work together to 
increase our impact.

Our land trust community has had another busy year, and we are forever grateful to our funding 
supporters who have continued to invest in our sector and who value the work our members do to 
conserve Ontario’s natural heritage.

It is thanks to these supporters that OLTA was able to provide direct support for the securement of 
600 hectares of land, the development of five securement strategies for member land trusts, and the 
development of 45 property management plans and actions for species at risk.

This is only a fraction of the work being undertaken by community land trusts to advance land 
conservation. Thank you to our members, partners, volunteers, staff and Board of Governors for your 
incredible energy and commitment.

It’s an exciting time to be involved in land conservation. Canada’s Pathway to Target 1, and other 
initiatives focussed on work towards the target of 17% of conserved land by 2020, has put private 
land conservation firmly on the radar of both provincial and national governments. OLTA continues to 
strengthen relationships with government and partners to maximise support for our community.

In the last year OLTA staff and Board of Governors has developed a new strategic direction – while our 
mission is critical to our purpose and remains unchanged, the new priorities identified to support our 
mission are much more aligned with global land conservation trends. Supporting and building excellence 
within the land trust community will mean a rededication to the Standards and Practices for Canadian 
Land Trusts, support for our members to build strength and leadership, and continuing to liaise with 
government and other conservation organizations to further the goals of land trusts in Ontario.

In the next year we will be continuing to grow, building on our new strategic direction, to advance 
overall excellence in this community, and driving OLTA to take a stronger leadership position in the 
sector.

We look forward to working with you in 2017/18 as we develop new opportunities and partnerships and 
continue to grow momentum to increase our impact.

With warm regards,

Kristie Virgoe
Chair, Board of Governors

MESSAGE FROM 
THE CHAIR AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Alison Howson
Executive Director



794 properties conserved by our members, covering 34,000 ha, habitat protected 
for over 100 species at risk

Grant programs supported securement of 21 properties this year covering 600 ha. 
Support for property management plans, species at risk inventories and management 

actions on 45 properties

OLTA has supported 25 events providing training and outreach on species at risk, cross 

–border transactions, and the Ecological Gifts Program, helped out by 40+ caring 

volunteers providing over 500+ volunteer hours  

OLTA hosted the 2016 Gathering Conference in October

Over 100 delegates from across Ontario and beyond attended, making the event an 
important forum for training and connecting the land conservation community

Ontario Land Trust Alliance: Our impact by the numbers

OLTA’s Conservation Easement Defense Strategy Working Group has been working hard 
to develop training and tools around strengthening CEAs and distributed it’s first guide 
“Conservation Easement Agreements: Best Practices for their Successful Management”

OLTA represented the land trust community on important provincial and national 
environmental groups and councils and at key events during 2016/17

Thank you 

Environment and Climate Change Canada, 
The Government of Ontario, 
McLean Foundation, 
Ontario Trillium Foundation, 
Mountain Equipment Coop. 
TD Friends of the Environment Foundation, 
Nature Conservancy of Canada 
and individual donors for supporting our work 
this year.



Revenues

Government Grants
Corporate Grants
Private Grants
Memberships
Annual Conference (registration only) 
Special Events
Project fees, workshops and other revenue 
Donations

Total Revenues 

Expenses

Operations, communications 
   and member services
Education, training and capacity- building 
Annual Conference 
Ontario Land Trust Assistance Program 
   (OLTAP) 

Total Expenses 

2015/16 

$409,251
0

$8,000
$54,205
$32,377
$3,107 

$38,594 
$7,521

$553,055 

STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS

SUMMARIZED STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

2015/16

$68,005

$188,001
$46,964 

$216,250 

$519,220

2016/17 

$445,525
$30,926
$30,000
$49,705
$56,679
$2,922

$50,187
$26,032

$691,976 

2016/17

$84,650

$287,951
$52,404

$225,626

$650,631

Current Assets 
(Cash/accounts receivable/pre-paid) 
Current Liabilities 
(accounts payable/deferred revenues) 

Net Assets (Accumulated surplus) 

2016

$325,021

$123,480 

$201,541

2017

$397,595

$154,709 

$242,886

FINANCIAL STATEMENT



• Ducks Unlimited Canada
• Nature Conservancy of Canada - Ontario
• Ontario Heritage Trust
• Conservation Ontario
• Catfish Creek Conservation Authority
• Credit Valley Conservation
• Essex Region Conservation Authority
• Rideau Valley Conservation Foundation
• St. Clair Region Conservation Foundation
• South Nation Conservation Authority
• Toronto and Region Conservation Authority
• Upper Thames River Conservation Authority

• American Friends of Canadian
    Land Trusts
• The Bruce Trail Conservancy
• The Couchiching Conservancy
• Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy 
• Georgian Bay Land Trust
• Haliburton Highlands Land Trust
• Hastings Prince Edward Land Trust
• Huron Tract Land Trust Conservancy
• Huronia Land Conservancy
• Kawartha Land Trust
• The Kensington Conservancy
• Lake Clear Conservancy
• Lake of Bays Heritage Foundation
• Lake Superior Watershed Conservancy
• Lambton Wildlife Incorporated
• Land Conservancy for Kingston,
    Frontenac, Lennox & Addington

 

Without our membership, OLTA would not be what it is today!

A big thanks to all our members and associates! 

• Lone Pine Land Trust
• Long Point Basin Land Trust
• Lower Grand River Land Trust
• Magnetawan Watershed Land Trust
• Mississippi Madawaska Land Trust
• Muskoka Conservancy
• Niagara Land Trust Foundation
• Northumberland Land Trust
• Oak Ridges Moraine Land Trust
• Ontario Farmland Trust 
• Ontario Nature
• Rainy Lake Conservancy
• rare Charitable Research Reserve
• Thames Talbot Land Trust
• Thickson’s Woods Land Trust
• Thousand Islands Watershed Land Trust
• Thunder Bay Field Naturalists

OLTA MEMBERS

OLTA ASSOCIATES



MEMBER ACCOMPLISHMENTS

The OLTA Vision Award (Volunteer) was presented to Joan Chalovich for her significant contribution 
to the Northumberland Land Trust. Her service to her community also includes a number of roles in 
the local municipal government as well as leadership roles with local and broader-based volunteer 
organizations.

Bruce MacLellan with the Lake of Bays Heritage Foundation was also presented with the OLTA 
Vision Award (Volunteer). Bruce has been an active volunteer and Board member since 2001, giving 
hundreds of hours to a wide range of activities. He is also on the national Board of the Nature 
Conservancy of Canada and now serves as Vice-Chair.

Barry Graham (President) and Valerie Fieldwebster (Coordinator) accepted the OLTA Land Trust 
Achievement for the Magnetawan Watershed Land Trust (MWLT) for their community outreach. 
Some highlights of their work included program delivery to local elementary and high schools to 
restore habitats, study water, forest ecology and edible wilds. 

The OLTA Land Trust Achievement Award was presented to rare Charitable Research Reserve 
for their community outreach and accept by Stephanie Sobek-Swant (Executive Director) and 
Cheyanne Richardson (Community Stewardship Coordinator). Their work to connect community 
with nature includes offering opportunities for school children and youth to participate in 
education events.

2016 OLTA AWARDS

Here is a small snapshot of the many successes of our members as there are too many to mention 
them all.

Thousand Island Watershed Land 
Trust is now protecting Ice & 
Doctor Islands, Marshall-Bostwick 
Island, Wolf Island and Old Baldy

Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy has nine new reserves covering 1,462 acres.

Ontario Nature identified new species at risk on their properties and acquired funding to improve 
boardwalk accessibility at Petrel Point Nature Reserve.

The Bruce Trail Conservancy 
celebrated their 50th anniversary. 
They also added over 1,100 acres 
of land under their care!

Georgian Bay Land Trust installed 
two Motus towers to record 
movements of birds, bats and 
insects.



Marlene (Nina) Barin
Mark Bisset
Howard Clifford
Kathy Finstad

Phoebe Howson
Duncan & Robyn Jones
Bruce MacLellan
Frank Shaw

Stephanie Sobek-Swant
Peeranut Visetsuth
Gayle Wood 
Anonymous

Thank you to our partners for their generous support to 
conserve Ontario’s precious natural heritage! 

CONSERVATION SUPPORTERS

10 Adelaide Street East, Suite 401
Toronto, Ontario M5C 1J3

416-588-6582      www.olta.ca
Charitable Registration Number: 

869437517RR0001

Cade Associates Insurance Brokers
Forests Ontario
The Conservation Fund

Wellington Brewery

An agency of the Government of Ontario
Un organisme du gouvernement de l’Ontario

We thank each of you for playing an essential role in sustaining OLTA and our conservation work in Ontario

McLean Foundation
Mountain Equipment Coop

TD Friends of the Environment Foundation
Toronto and Region Conservation Authority


