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Congratulations on your successes this year in advancing land conservation. As a result of our 
collective efforts, we have grown our impact, inspired many and become increasingly well-
recognized in the communities in which we work. The effect of these actions will compound 
over time and enable us to deliver on our missions for an even greater long-term impact.

In  recent years, we have been inspired by what our members have achieved and the wide 
variety of projects and opportunities created by our community. We have also seen the 
challenges and the way you meet them head-on with determination and creativity.

The team at OLTA has rallied together and delivered on our mandate with support from many 
members, reflecting the two way relationship between member organizations and ‘OLTA 
corporate.’ It has not always been easy, with some tough decisions and with so many of us 
doing ‘double duty’ with other commitments.

Our team continues to attract a high level of experience and integrity, motivated by the 
efforts of members and volunteers. Past and current members represent this community and 
share a vision of strengthening land conservation all across Ontario and beyond.

As a result of our collective efforts, we have seen some incredible outcomes and committed 
resources this past year, an indication that the biggest moments may still lie ahead. We are 
now equally well positioned to expand our impact that much further, and support emerging 
partners and colleagues of all scope and scale.

We look forward to engaging with each of you further in the mission of advancing land 
conservation in Ontario in the coming year.

Warm regards,

Mike Hendren
Chair, Board of Governors
(2014/2015 & 2015/2016)

LETTER FROM THE CHAIR 
AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Lori DeGraw
Executive Director



OLTA ACHIEVEMENTS

Direct Support 
The Ontario Land Trust Assistance Program (OLTAP) supported the securement of 16 
properties covering more than 600 hectares of land, as well as the development of six 
property management plans and/or species at risk (SAR) inventories. OLTAP also supported 
direct management actions on five properties to benefit species at risk. OLTA would like to 
thank Environment and Climate Change Canada for their ongoing support. 

Specialized Training 
OLTA hosted the 2015 Gathering Conference in October. Over 100 delegates from across 
Ontario attended, making the event an important annual forum for training and connecting 
the land conservation community. OLTA and the Ecological Gifts Program delivered a Real 
Estate Appraisal workshop for 31 participants. Participating organizations were a mix of 
land conservation staff/volunteers and appraisers. OLTA also collaborated with Orland 
Conservation to deliver the Land Securement Webinar series, which covered land owner 
negotiations and land securement funders.

Species at Risk Program 
OLTA’s SAR Specialist worked directly with land trusts to undertake inventories, create action 
plans and provide workshops and training on priority species. This program also provided 
direct support for SAR inventories and property management plans for 25 properties. Thanks 
to the MNRF Species at Risk Stewardship Fund for providing ongoing support for this program.

New Cross-border Conservation Training Program
OLTA’s Program Officer worked with American Friends of Canadian Land Trusts to kick off 
a cross-border securement training program which aims to help OLTA members to obtain 
gifts of land, easements or funding from US taxpayers. OLTA thanks the Ontario Trillium 
Foundation for supporting this program.

Strengthened Land Conservation 
OLTA has kept the community up to date via 
Landmarks e-news, bulletins, website and social 
media. OLTA worked with Environment and Climate 
Change Canada to compile property data and classify 
protected lands. This was done to support more 
effective recording of conservation lands and assist 
in targeting gaps in Ontario land conservation. OLTA 
represented the land trust community on the Ontario 
Biodiversity Council for mainstreaming biodiversity! 
We have also promoted the land trust movement at 
numerous events including the LTA Rally, the Forests 
Ontario Conference, the Latornell Conservation 
Symposium and more. 



Revenues

Government Grants
Private Grants
Memberships
Annual Conference (registration only) 
Special Events
Project fees, workshops and other revenue 
Donations

Total Revenues 

Expenses

Operations, communications 
   and member services
Education, training and capactiy- building 
Organizational assessment program 
Annual Conference 
Ontario Land Trust Assistance Program 
   (OLTAP) 

Total Expenses 

Current Assets 
(Cash/accounts receivable/pre-paid) 
Current Liabilities 
(accounts payable/deferred revenues) 

Net Assets (Accumulated surplus) 

2016 

$409,251
$8,000
$54,205
$32,377
$3,104 
$38,594 
$7,521

$553,055 

2015 

$491,256
$9,000
$42,405
$46,197
$4,163 
$35,235 
$13,424

$641,680

2015 

$243,818

$76,108 

$167,710 

2016

$325,021

$123,476 

$201,545

STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS 

SUMMARIZED STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

2016

$68,005

$188,001
 
$46,964 
$216,250 

$519,220

2015

$81,617

$166,365
$105,028 
$43,234 
$216,875 

$613,119

FINANCIAL STATEMENT



OLTA ASSOCIATES
• Ducks Unlimited Canada
• Nature Conservancy of Canada - Ontario
• Ontario Heritage Trust
• Conservation Ontario
• Catfish Creek Conservation Authority
• Conservation Halton
• Credit Valley Conservation
• Essex Region Conservation Authority
• Rideau Valley Conservation Foundation
• St. Clair Region Conservation Foundation
• South Nation Conservation Authority
• Toronto and Region Conservation Authority
• Upper Thames River Conservation Authority

OLTA MEMBERS
• American Friends of Canadian
    Land Trusts
• The Bruce Trail Conservancy
• The Couchiching Conservancy
• Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy 
• Georgian Bay Land Trust
• Haliburton Highlands Land Trust
• Hastings Prince Edward Land Trust
• Huron Tract Land Trust Conservancy
• Huronia Land Conservancy
• Kawartha Land Trust
• The Kensington Conservancy
• Lake Clear Conservancy
• Lake of Bays Heritage Foundation
• Lake Superior Watershed Conservancy
• Lambton Wildlife Incorporated
• Land Conservancy for Kingston,
    Frontenac, Lennox & Addington
• Lone Pine Land Trust
• Long Point Basin Land Trust
• Lower Grand River Land Trust
• Magnetawan Watershed Land Trust
• Mississippi Madawaska Land Trust
• Muskoka Conservancy
• Niagara Land Trust Foundation
• Northumberland Land Trust
• Oak Ridges Moraine Land Trust
• Ontario Farmland Trust 
• Ontario Nature
• Rainy Lake Conservancy
• rare Charitable Research Reserve
• Thames Talbot Land Trust
• Thickson’s Woods Land Trust
• Thousand Islands Watershed Land Trust
• Thunder Bay Field Naturalists

OUR MEMBERS & ASSOCIATES

Without our membership, OLTA would not be what it is today!
A big thanks to all our members and associates! 



MEMBER ACCOMPLISHMENTS

THUNDER BAY FIELD NATURALISTS

In January, 2016, TBFN purchased a block of ecologically 
valuable property at Granite Point on the west shore of 
Black Bay. The 162-hectare (400-acre) parcel has almost 
five kilometres of shoreline, including a coastal marsh. 
A variety of wildlife, including such species at risk as 
American White Pelican, Caspian Tern, and Peregrine 
Falcon, use the land and the adjacent waters.

THE COUCHICHING CONSERVANCY 
The Couchiching Conservancy is proud of the extremely 
successful series of events known as Passport to Nature. 
These events run throughout the year and help the 
community get outside and explore their properties. 
What is so exciting about these events is the huge 
turnout. It was not just volunteers who came out to 
the events, but people from all over the community. 
These events acted as great outreach and have helped 
spread awareness about the great work The Couchiching 
Conservancy does for nature.

2015 OLTA AWARDS
There were three awards this year; Don Prince and Peter Welles were recognized with the OLTA 
Vision Award; the Haliburton Highlands Land Trust was recognized with the OLTA Land Trust 
Achievement Award.

The OLTA Land Trust Achievement Award was presented to the Haliburton Highlands Land Trust. 
Sheila Ziman and Paul Heaven accepted this award on behalf of HHLT for their excellent work in 
developing the “Turtle Road Mortality Mitigation Project”  which is an excellent demonstration of 
their commitment to community engagement and stewardship.

The OLTA Vision Award was presented to Don Prince in recognition of his many accomplishments 
over more than fifty years in the land trust community. Don has contributed as both a volunteer 
and professional to the land trust community.

Peter Welles was presented with the OLTA Vision Award (Volunteer) as one of the founders of The 
Kensington Conservancy and continues to be the TKC champion. Peter also contributes to land 
conservation in the US.
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Travis Allan 
Mark Bisset 

Howard Clifford 
Alison Howson 

Duncan & Robyn Jones 
Patricia Short-Gallé 

Thank you to our partners for their generous support to 
conserve Ontario’s precious natural heritage! 

CONSERVATION SUPPORTERS

10 Adelaide Street East, Suite 401
Toronto, Ontario M5C 1J3

416-588-6582      www.olta.ca
Charitable Registration Number: 

869437517RR0001

Cade Associates Insurance Brokers
The Conservation Fund

Conservation Ontario 
Ontario Heritage Trust
Wellington Brewery

An agency of the Government of Ontario
Un organisme du gouvernement de l’Ontario

We thank each of you for playing an essential role in sustaining OLTA and our conservation work in Ontario.


