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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
 
This Land Securement Strategy has been prepared by the Oak Ridges Mo-
raine Land Trust’s (ORMLT) Land Committee.  It is intended to serve as a 
guideline to ensure that all of the property activities of the land trust are guided 
by a set of common principles.  It is also intended for distribution to potential 
funding partners to assist in raising awareness of the need for land secure-
ment on the Oak Ridges Moraine, to provoke discussion, and to assist in form-
ing partnerships with all those dedicated to the long term protection of the Mo-
raine. 
 
This document will be used by the ORMLT in conjunction with its Property 
Guidelines. These will be complemented by our Stewardship Policy which is 
now being prepared for review by the committee.  
 
The sections in the strategy cover land ownership (section 3), methods of land 
acquisition, (section 4) land acquisition criteria (section 5), costs and financing 
(section 6) and details of current acquisition activities (section 7). 
 
The appendices provide detail on the Provincial Criteria for Ecologically  
Sensitive Lands in Ontario, the Conservation Land Tax Incentive Program 
(CLTIP), and the Managed Forest Tax Incentive Program (MFTIP).      
 
It is proposed that a minimum of $2,000,000 per year be budgeted by the 
ORMLT for land acquisition over the next five years.  The ORMLT currently 
maintains information on a number of properties on the Oak Ridges Moraine 
that fall within the criteria outlined in this document and has formulated a list of 
active sites.  These strategic areas for acquisition are identified under in sec-
tion 7 and total some 1,000 acres.  
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1. 0  INTRODUCTION & BACKGROUND 
 
The Oak Ridges Moraine is a 160 km landform deposited by receding glaciers.  The Moraine 
collects precipitation and stores it in vast underground layers of sand and gravel known as aqui-
fers and then, eventually, it feeds the watercourses of 65 rivers and streams flowing south into 
Lake Ontario and north into Lakes Simcoe and Scugog.  
 
The Oak Ridges Moraine provides: 
 
• A Clean water source: As a ground and surface water resource, the Moraine acts as a 

natural rain barrel that provides clean water- not only to the headwaters of 65 rivers and 
streams - but to wells that supply water to over a quarter of a million people. 

• Flooding and erosion control: the Moraine acts like a huge sponge, holding back storm wa-
ter protecting the urban areas downstream from erosion, road, and property damage from 
flooding. 

• Green Space: The Oak Ridges Moraine is one of the last continuous corridors of green 
space left in Southern Ontario.  Still almost 30% forested, the Moraine’s forests are funda-
mental to the first stages of water storage and recharges within the Moraine.  

• Habitat: It is one of the few remaining refuges in Southern Ontario for many species of 
rare, vulnerable, threatened and endangered species of flora and fauna.  Examples are 
the Southern flying squirrel, the Red-shouldered hawk, Jefferson’s salamander, the Red-
side dace (fish) and an endangered plant called American ginseng.  It provides spawning 
habitat for pollutant sensitive fish species such as brook trout. 

• Recreation: The Moraine is a healthy playground for the over 3 million urbanites to the 
south.  It offers hiking, skiing and snowmobile trails.  Its lakes are used for fishing and 
other water sports.  

• Landforms:  The Moraine features unusual landforms such as its “ knob and kettle” topog-
raphy where glacial drifts formed the “knobs” that provide wonderful scenic views and the 
depressions that form the marvellous “kettle lakes”. 

 
                                                                                           
The Oak Ridges Moraine Land Trust (ORMLT) was formed in 1999, and  incorporated federally 
as a not-for-profit organisation in early 2000.  In the fall of 2000, the ORMLT was designated as 
a registered charity by the Canada Customs and Revenue Agency, and as a recipient agency 
under Environment Canada’s Ecological Gifts Secretariat. 
 
The ORMLT has achieved a number of key partnerships, working closely with the Regional mu-
nicipalities of York, Peel and Durham, as well as other organisations that focus on the Moraine.  
These include the Nature Conservancy of Canada, and the Oak Ridges Trail Association 
(ORTA). 
 
Other key partners include funding agencies such as the Trillium Foundation, the EFLB, George 
Cedric Metcalf and McLean Foundations, and the City of Toronto.  The ORMLT has also part-
nered with the Charles Sauriol Environmental Land trust Fund and ORTA for specific fund rais-
ing activities. 
 
The ORMLT is a member of the Ontario Nature Trust Alliance and the Federation of Ontario 
Naturalists and has also received funding support from them.  
 
As of June, 2001, the ORMLT has secured 17 acres of land in a fee simple donation, and pres-
ently has over 20 properties, including conservation easements, fee simple donations and arms 
length purchases on its potential land securement list. (refer to Section 7, Acquisition Details). 
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2.0   GOALS AND PURPOSE 
 
The purpose of a land securement strategy is to assist in carrying out a consistent and coordi-
nated approach to land securement.  This document has been prepared by the ORMLT’s Land 
Committee and is intended as a guideline to ensure that all of the property activities of the land 
trust are guided by a set of common principles.  It is also intended for distribution to potential 
funding partners to assist in raising the awareness of the need for land securement on the Oak 
Ridges Moraine, to provoke discussion, and to assist in forming partnerships with all those dedi-
cated to the long term protection of the Moraine. 
 
The Oak Ridges Moraine Land Trust Land Securement objectives are: 
 
1. to establish, maintain and manage a system of nature reserves in the area of Oak 

Ridges Moraine; 
2. to identify, protect, conserve, maintain and restore the integrity of the natural environ-

ment and heritage sites of the Oak Ridges Moraine and related areas, including trails 
and physical features of scientific, ecological, hydrological, historic, architectural, ar-
chaeological, scenic and open space interest, and  

3. to research and educate about the natural environment and heritage sites of the Oak 
Ridges Moraine. 

 
In this context, the ORMLT can acquire property interests, whether by fee simple, leasehold, 
covenant, stewardship agreement or easement on the Oak Ridges Moraine, thus preserving it 
for future generations. 
 
 
3.0  TYPES OF LAND OWNERSHIP 
 
Land can be acquired on behalf of the Oak 
Ridges Moraine Land Trust and owned in 
one or a combination of the following ways: 
 
1)  Fee Simple 
             Fee simple is the transfer of property 

ownership from one or more land-
owners to a land trust. It is the most 
common and secure method of trans-
fer. It usually involves full interest of 
title, but it can also be limited to a 
portion of a property.  

 
2)  Easements 

A conservation easement is a legal means by which a landowner can voluntarily set per-
manent limitations on the future use of land.  The land remains in private ownership.  
Limitations/covenants can limit the number and location of structures, types of commer-
cial and industrial activity, and restrictions often specify what can be done to the surface 
of  the land and its natural growth.  For example, a farmer may stipulate that he/she 
would be allowed to continue farming a portion of the easement for a restricted or un-
specified period of time. 

 
            Conservation easements are flexible for both parties, tailored to meet individual needs 

and situations.  
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3)  Covenants 
             Covenants have been used to restrict an owner from undertaking specific activities on 
             all  or a portion on his or her property.  Generally, these covenants would restrict the de-
             struction of a resource, filling, or the building of structures.  With the recent revisions to 
             the Conservation Land Act, the ORMLT could acquire a positive covenant which, for ex-
             ample would require an owner to undertake an activity such as maintaining a resource. 
 
4)  Leases and Agreements 
             Leases and agreements, depending on their terms, can range from little more than a 
             right to occupy to almost an equivalent to fee simple interest.  The benefits and costs 
             associated with the interests obtained vary accordingly. 
 
 
4.0   METHODS OF ACQUISITION 
 
4.1  Purchase 
 
As approved by the ORMLT’s Board of Directors and conditional upon the availability of funds, 
the ORMLT will purchase those properties that meet the acquisition criteria. 
 
Bargain Sale 
•    The landowner sells land to a conservation organisation/land trust at a reduced price 

   and contributes the remainder of the property value as a charitable gift to the organisa-
   tion.   

 
Option to Purchase  
•    A contract that allows a land trust to buy a specific piece of property at a set price for a 

   stipulated period of time.  It is a written contract by the landowner to sell the property 
   and not to withdraw this offer during the stipulated period of time.  The land trust pays a 
   fee for this option.  This mechanism is often used by a land trust as a means of “buying 
   time” in its attempts to acquire a specific piece of land.  Perhaps the trust will use the 
   time to fund-raise and/or to contemplate how the land in question fits in with its long-
   term priorities. 

 
Rights of First Refusal  
•    An agreement between a landowner and a land trust, or other prospective buyer that 

   gives the trust a chance to match any third party offer to buy a specific piece of property.  
   It sets out the conditions of sale, and is registered on title to the property.  It is an interim 
   measure, allowing a trust to acquire a key property some time in the future.  It can be a 
   good tool to use if negotiations have halted, e.g. unacceptable appraised value.  Right 
   of First Refusal is also a means by which to discourage other potential buyers (perhaps 
   developers) as they will know they have competition and that the holder of the first rights 
   has priority. 

 
Land Exchange  
•    Involves the trade of one or more parcels of land for other parcels.  The land trust can 

         assist in brokering such an exchange even if it does not hold title to any of the land in 
         question.  It can be used when a landowner is willing to donate land, but the land is of 
         less ecological value than another parcel owned by someone else (usually nearby).  It 
         can be straightforward or complex, depending on the situation.  Differences in the value 
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         of the land parcels are usually accounted for through a cash payment or a bargain sale. 
 
Co-operative Agreement/Co-ownership 
•    Land is protected through means of a joint venture between organisations.  Generally 

         there are two forms of co-ownership: tenancy in common and joint tenancy.   
 
•    Tenancy in common means that each tenant holds a set share in the property (can be 

         unequal/proportional) which entitles the holder to possession of the whole (all the prop-
         erty belongs to all the owners).  It can be willed/inherited to another.  This can be used 
         by land trusts to finance a mutually beneficial purchase, enact a bargain sale, or to ac-
         quire management interest in a property. 

 
•    Joint tenancy ensures that each owner has an identical share with all other owners.  It 

   cannot be passed on to another person in a will.  Similar to tenancy in common, each 
   owner has an undivided share in the whole. 

 
Limited Development  
•    Developing a small portion finances the protection of the remainder of the land.  It is of-

   ten regarded by land trusts as a “last resort” to ensuring the protection of more ecologi-
   cally sensitive habitat on the property.  Commonly a conservation easement is placed 
   upon the sensitive portion to ensure long-term protection. 1 

 
4.2  Donations 
 
The ORMLT encourages donations of land or property.  These gifts, at appraised value, qualify 
as charitable donations under the Income Tax Act.  
 
Outright Donation 
•    A landowner transfers land in the form of a charitable gift.  For example, in a “reserved 

   life estate”, the landowner donates the property to a land trust but retains lifetime use of 
   the land.  Another example is a landowner “willing” the land in his/her estate. 

 
The Objects of the ORMLT also provide for donations of land or property not located on the 
Oak Ridges Moraine.  For example, an individual may choose to donate such land or property 
to the ORMLT.  The ORMLT would 
then be able to use the funds from 
the sale of the property to acquire 
additional conservation lands on 
the Moraine.  
 
4.2.1 Tax Implications  
 
The 1995 federal budget provided 
for amendments to the Income Tax 
Act to increase the 20% limitation in 
respect of charitable donations to 
100% for donations made after 
February 27, 1995, to Canadian 
municipalities and registered chari-
ties designated by the Minister of 

1  Adapted from Oak Ridges Moraine Land Trust: Creation of a Land protection Plan, Andrea Warren, April, 2001 
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the Environment, of land certified by the Minister to be important to the preserva-
tion of Canada's environmental heritage.  
 
Since 1995, federal income tax forms have made specific reference to a new 
category of charitable donation: ecological gifts. On February 28, 2000 the Fed-
eral budget announced reduction of the income tax payable on the deemed capi-
tal gains associated with ecological gifts.  The taxable portion of capital gains was 
reduced from 75% to 33.3%. On October 18, 2000 this rate was further reduced 
to 25%.  The ORMLT has been designated as a recipient agency under Environ-
ment Canada’s Ecological Gifts Secretariat.  Refer to Appendix 1 for further de-
tails on ecological gifts criteria. 
 
At the provincial level, the Conservation Land Tax Incentive Program (CLTIP) is 
designed to recognize, encourage and support the long-term private stewardship 
of Ontario's provincially significant conservation lands by providing property tax 
relief to those landowners who agree to protect the natural heritage values of their 
property. The current tax relief offered is 100 % tax exemption on that eligible por-
tion of the property.  The CLTIP is not a land acquisition program. Participating 
landowners retain full ownership and property rights.  Refer to appendix 2 for in-
formation on Community Conservation lands under the CLTIP program. 
 
4.3 Partnerships: Land Trusts, Alliances, Government and Non-Government 
Organizations 
 
A number of other land trusts, alliances, and non-government organizations have 
been formed recently to acquire natural heritage lands and to protect the environ-
ment.  In some cases, these organisations might form partnerships to acquire cer-
tain properties or expand acquisition activities.  It is critical that these organisa-
tions work in partnership to avoid duplication of effort and to ensure all natural 
heritage lands are provided with the maximum sustainable protection. 
 
In summary, there are benefits and drawbacks associated with each method of 
acquisition.  A case by case assessment must be undertaken to determine the 
quality and significance of the resources or function of each property.  Based on 
the resulting information, the ORMLT would then determine the appropriate type 
of ownership to ensure the protection of the features or functions of the land. 
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5.0   LAND ACQUISITION CRITERIA  
 
The ORMLT’s Land Committee has prepared a system of priorities, as outlined in its Acquisi-
tion and Property Assessment Guidelines, which are used to assess each candidate property.  
The priority areas comprising the assessment are: 
 
1. Natural Value 
2. Landform Value 
3. Heritage, Scientific and Educational Value 
4. External Influences 
5. Adverse Conditions 
 
These areas are based on the work of other land trusts, a recognition of existing designations 
and features identified by government agencies and other experts. 
 
The Land committee may assign, if deemed appropriate, weight/emphasis to specific criteria.  
This may be done by designating particular criterion/criteria as essential, desirable, or advanta-
geous.  These designations will be used depending upon board policy and committee interest. 
 
5.1 Candidate Property Decision Process 
The decision making process for evaluating properties for protection and acquisition is three-
fold: 
• Results of property evaluation and recommendation; 
• Determine financial implications; and 
• Decision of the Board 
 
5.1.1 Assessment 
Evaluation of potential acquisitions 
by the Land committee is based on 
the results of an entire site assess-
ment (not limited to site visit). To 
be considered a priority project, a 
property should have at least one 
primary/essential quality and no 
overriding adverse qualities.  
Wherever possible, criteria are 
based on fact.  A recommendation 
is then prepared by the Land com-
mittee for consideration by the 
Board of Directors. 
              
The table on the following page, excerpted from the ORMLT’s Acquisition and Property As-
sessment Guidelines. provides a listing of the priority natural value areas  
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Table 5.1 Natural Value Criteria 
 

 

Category Feature/Quality 

Core  Kettle lake or kettle bog 

Core Environmentally Sensitive/Significant Area (ESA) 

Core Area of Natural and Scientific Interest (Life Science ANSI), provincial or 
regional 

Core Provincially or Regionally significant wetland 

Core Habitat of Vulnerable, Threatened, and Endangered species (VTE) or 
species or ecological communities with a sub national rank of 1 to 3 
(NHIC scientific tracking) 

Core Cold-water water stream (and associated valley lands) 

Core Critical fish and wildlife habitat 

Core Woodland in excess of 100 years of age 

Core Non-planted forest = or > 30 ha (75 acres) in size  

Core Forest area, regardless of type, = or > 1, 000 ha  (2500 acres) in size  

Supporting Locally significant wetland 

Supporting Warm-water stream 

Supporting Stream that intersects with a Core feature 

Supporting Contiguous woodland that connects a Core feature to a stream corridor 

Supporting Significant water recharge or discharge area. 

Supporting Other supporting feature that significantly contributes to ecological integ-
rity of a Core feature (e.g. is a buffer or corridor). 

Potential Early successional open field, immature woodland, or native vegetation 
that could be habitat for vulnerable plants and animals living in a Core 
feature. 

Potential Restoration could potentially enhance the ecological functions, features, 
attributes, and connectivity of a Core feature. 

Potential Provides a protection separation between a Core feature and less com-
patible adjacent land uses (e.g. development) or resource uses (e.g. ag-
gregate extraction). 

Potential Quality or representative example of a typical natural site. 

Potential Other potential contribution to the ecological integrity of a Core feature. 

 NATURAL VALUE  
 Property contains all or part of the following:  
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Other Factors 
• Riparian Habitat Zones; 
• Park Extensions;  
• Links for the ORTA Trail System, 

and other open space areas; 
• Connections and corridor defined 

by the Natural Value Criteria 
• Type and immediacy of threats to 

the land; 
• Landforms and vistas 
• Lands which are identified by the 

ORMLT in cooperation with its 
members and potential donors.  

 
 
The ORMLT recognises that it is not possible to secure all of the components of the natural 
heritage system that have been mapped.  The availability of funding will require that the most 
suitable lands which may be on the market each year, and/or for whom donors have come for-
ward will be the lands that will be secured.  In determining where and when securement is to 
be used to protect lands the following will be taken into consideration: 
 
(a)        availability of funding for both ongoing maintenance and monitoring; 
(b)        availability of alternatives to acquisition (e.g., easements); 
(c)        ability of the ORMLT or other agencies to conserve the lands; 
(d)        nature and immediacy of the threat to the lands; 
(e)        significance of the lands to the green space system; 
(f)         relationship of a specific property to those already in public ownership; 
(g)        need for the lands to achieve the goals of the ORMLT; 
(h)        willingness of the owner to enter into negotiations; 
(i)         ability to achieve an equitable geographic distribution of green space across the mo-

raine; 
(j)         specific interests of the funding partners/sources;  
(k)        costs involved both for purchase and long-term management;  
(l)         availability of access to the property;  
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6.0  COSTS AND FINANCING  
 
6.1  Costs  
It is proposed that a minimum of $2,000,000 be budgeted per year over the next 
five years.  The actual expenditures will be based on the funding achieved by the 
methods outlined in the financing section below. 
 
The costs associated with land acquisition or easements include: 
           
1. Property securement 
2. Property appraisal/valuation 
3. Survey costs 
4. Legal fees 
5. Administration 
6. Ecological sensitivity evaluation costs 
7. Environmental audit fees 
8. Demolition and removal of structures 
9. Property clean-up, fencing, planting, etc., and 
10. GST, land transfer tax, interest charges 
 
 and the proposed budget is set out on an annual basis below. 
 
Table 6.1  Land Protection and Acquisitions Projected Costs 2001-2005 
 
 

 
Year 

 
Costs   

 
2001 

 
Minimum of $2,000,000 

 
2002 

 
“           “   $2,000,000 

 
2003 

 
“            “: $2,000,000 

 
2004 

 
“           “   $2,000,000 

 
2005 

 
“           “   $2,000,000 

 
Total 

 
10,000,000 + 
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6.2  Financing  
 
Foundations, grants from various levels of government and other NGO partner-
ships 
The ORMLT has made successful applications to a number of funding agencies, and 
foundations and continues to explore funding avenues along these lines. 
 
Donations/Fundraising  
Fundraising events are core activities in the ORMLT’s program, with events planned for 
each season of the year.  These activities range from fundraising dinners to hikeathons 
and are integral not just for raising funds, but also the profile of the land trust. 

 
Regional and Local Municipal Funding  

             The ORMLT was successful in receiving start up funding from one municipality and is in 
             the process of securing fundraising contributions from a number of regional and local 
             municipalities. The ORMLT has participated in discussions on the recent moraine initia-
             tive undertaken by the Regional Municipalities of Peel, York and Durham and antici-
             pates that various municipalities will be willing to fund certain land securement initiatives 
             on a case by case basis. 
 

Land Sale Funding  
Where revenues are realized through the sale of property not located on the Moraine, 
these monies will be applied to properties identified as suitable for acquisition by the 
ORMLT’s Board of Directors. 

 
             Provincial Funding 

There may be opportunities for funding for specific acquisitions from the provincial gov-
ernment, for example from the NAP program and similar successive programs. 

              
Federal Government Funding  
It has been proposed that the ORMLT approach the Federal Government for support 
and funding of land acquisition activities. 

 
6.3  Costs Involved in Long-Term Management and Monitoring 
 
When assessing the suitability of land for securement, consideration is also given to the cost of 
taxes and long-term maintenance of the property.  
 
The ORMLT will also explore opportunities for community, special interest, and local conserva-
tion groups as well as service clubs to assist with management and development costs. 
 
Limited interest arrangements such as easements, covenants, stewardship agreements, and 
leases have different but essential associated costs.  For these arrangements to achieve the 
desired level of protection, they require monitoring on a regular basis to ensure compliance.  
These arrangements are instrumental to conserve the green space system in less urban areas 
where development is not imminent. 
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7.0  Current Acquisition Details 
 
Governments at various levels have recognized the importance of protecting the 
natural heritage system. The Official Plans for the City of Toronto and the Re-
gional Municipalities of Durham and York, and the draft Official Plan for the Re-
gional Municipality of Peel have all recognized the important role the environment 
plays in the quality of life within the area and have all adopted policies that identify 
and protect the Regional natural heritage/Open space system and further have 
identified them suitable for public acquisition and use.  The Regional Official 
Plans have recognized the importance the tributary watercourses, ravines, and 
local environmental features are to the overall health of the watersheds and have 
adopted policies that encourage the area municipalities to protect these re-
sources.  
 
The purchase of fee simple interests is dependent on the availability of funding 
and requires that the most suitable lands which may be on the market each year 
will be the lands which are acquired.  In determining where acquisition is to be 
used to protect natural heritage lands, the following are taken into consideration: 
 
(a)        the significance of the lands to the natural areas; 
(b)        the nature and immediacy of a threat to the lands; 
(c)        the relationship of a specific property to those already in public ownership 

and the potential to complete linkages; 
(d)        the willingness of the owner to enter into negotiations; 
(e)        the ability to complete the land assembly to optimise public-use potential 

and resource management in a defined area, by acquiring the remaining 
properties; and 

(f)         the specific interests of the funding partners/sources. 
 
The ORMLT currently maintains information on a number of properties on the 
Oak Ridges Moraine that fall within the criteria outlined in Section 5 and has for-
mulated a list of active sites.  These strategic areas for acquisition are identified 
under the acquisition objectives in the summaries for each Region (see table 7.1). 
 
Note that the Oak Ridges Moraine spans the following municipalities (from West 
to East) 
• County of Dufferin                                    
• Regional Municipality of Peel, 
• County of Simcoe 
• Regional Municipality of York 
• Regional Municipality of Durham 
• City of Kawartha Lakes 
• County of Peterborough, and 
• County of Northumberland 
 
Although the present list of priority sites is limited to municipalities in the Regions 
of Peel, York and Durham, there has been preliminary exploration of properties in 
municipalities across the extent of the Moraine. 
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The following nine conservation authorities are represented on the Moraine: 
• Credit Valley Conservation Authority 
• Nottawasaga Conservation Authority 
• Toronto Region Conservation Authority 
• Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority 
• Kawartha Conservation Authority 
• Central Lake Ontario Conservation Authority 
• Otonobee Conservation Authority 
• Ganaraska Conservation Authority 
• Lower Trent Conservation Authority 
 
The following table outlines properties that are currently being investigated by the ORMLT. 
 
Table 7.1  Properties Currently under Investigation  

Location Description Size Transaction  Ref # 

Regional Municipality of Durham   

Uxbridge, Twp. Vicinity of Glen Major Forest and Wild Life Area  17 acres Fee simple - donation 1 

Pickering, City Vicinity of  Glen Major Forests-Potential Land Preservation 
Easements over Parts of Lots 9,10,11,12,13 and 14, Conces-
sion 9 and    Part of Lots 15 and 16 Concession 8 

 711.398 acres Easement  
2 

Uxbridge, Twp. Glen Major area of the Township of Uxbridge  27.8 acres Conveyance and 
easement 

7 

Uxbridge, Twp. Vicinity of Gan Eden  1,000 acres Conveyance and 
easement 

8 

Uxbridge, Twp. 2nd Conc. Road in Uxbridge to existing ORTA Trail situate on 
Goodwood Forest and Wildlife land owned by TRCA 

 33 X 750 ft. Easement 9 

Uxbridge, Twp. Brookdale area of the Uxbridge Brook- request by Uxbridge 
Conservation Ass’n 

 10 + acres Conveyance/
easement 

12 

Brock, Twp. South side of 4th Concession Road, Township of Brock vicinity 
of Uxbridge Brook 

 25-30  acres Fee simple-Donation 13 

Pickering, City Pickering airport lands: opportunity for potential partnerships 
with other conservation bodies 

 5,000 acres Conveyance/lease 14 

Scugog, Twp. North and south sides of  Pine Gate Road in the Township of 
Scugog  south east of Regional Roads 21 and 23 

 300 acres Easement 15 

Uxbridge, Twp. East side of Westney Road consisting of an ESA in the Duffins 
Creek valley between Glen Major and Claremont - partnership 
with TRCA 

 80 acres Easements 16 

Pickering, City Duffins Creek valley - various properties, partnership with 
TRCA 

 300 acres Easement 18 

Uxbridge, Twp. Potential acquisition of property containing optimum trail for 
Oak Ridges Trail Association (ORTA)  

 75 acres Acquisition 19 

Uxbridge, Twp. Glen Major Forest area  200 acres Easement  # 

Regional Municipality of York  
King, Twp. Near Highway 27, property includes the present owner’s 

house. 
 18 acres Fee simple- donation 3 

Whitchurch-
Stouffville, Town 

Preston Lake area, potential for co-purchase with church group  80 acres Fee simple - pur-
chase 

4 

Richmond Hill, 
Town 

Potential acquisition of key moraine parcels in partnership with 
other organisations. 

 Variable various 6 

Aurora, Town Research potential conservation easements in the vicinity of 
the Bayview East Expansion  

 Variable Easement 10 

Caledon, Town Request by Humber trail Association for assistance in estab-
lishing a trail link in the Bolton area across two private proper-
ties 

 2 acres Easement/
conveyance 

11 
Regional Municipality of Peel  

12
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Appendix 1: Provincial Criteria for Ecologically Sensitive Lands, Ontario 1 
 
The following information is provided to help identify ecologically sensitive lands for the purposes of the 
Income Tax Act (Canada) and facilitate the donation of ecological gifts to qualified registered charities 
and municipalities in Ontario. This is effective April 1, 1 996.  
 
Ecologically sensitive lands are generally defined as areas or sites that presently, or in the future, could 
significantly contribute to the conservation of Canada's biodiversity and natural environmental heritage.  
 
The listing below is divided into two parts:  

 
A.         Specific Categories of lands that are deemed to be directly qualified as ecologically sensitive in 
             specific locations in Ontario.  

B.         General Criteria for other lands that may qualify as ecologically sensitive across Ontario.  

 
A. Specific Categories of Qualified Lands  
 
Lands, easements or covenants relative to such lands, which fall into one or more of the following cate-
gories shall be deemed to be ecologically sensitive lands in Ontario:  
 
A1         Significant portions of the habitat of species determined to be endangered, threatened or vulner-

able in Ontario, as specified in a recovery plan or other biological study;  
A2         Areas designated as Provincially Significant Wetlands;  
A3         Provincial or regional Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest;  

A4         Designated Areas of Concern for biodiversity purposes as identified in Forest Management 

Plans;  
A5         Areas qualifying for the Conservation Land Tax Reduction Program;  
A6         Areas managed for wildlife habitat conservation purposes that qualify under the Managed Forest 

Tax Reduction Program;  
A7         Areas promoting the conservation of natural heritage and biodiversity that are identified within a 

regional or watershed plan or strategy developed by a recognized conservation organization;  

A8         Areas designated as a World Heritage Site for biodiversity conservation purposes, a core area of 

a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve, or a Wetland of International Importance under the Ramsar 

Convention;  

A9         Areas of biodiversity significance identified in a Canadian Heritage Rivers Management Plan or 

Strategy;  
A10       Areas designated in the Niagara Escarpment Plan as an Escarpment Protection Area or an Es-

carpment Natural Area;  
A11       Areas designated as Natural Core, Natural Corridor, Sensitive Hydrological Feature, Regional 

Recharge, Regional Discharge or Significant Landform within the Oak Ridges Moraine Strategy 
or Guidelines;  

A12       Areas designated Core Area, Corridor or Restoration Area in the Lake Ontario Greenway Strat-
egy;  

A13       Areas designated for biodiversity conservation purposes within Management Plans or Strategies 
for the Trent-Severn or Rideau Waterways;  

13

1  Ecological Gifts: Implementing Provisions of the Income Tax Act of Canada, Environment Canada, 2000 
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A14       Areas within a municipal official plan or zoning by-law under the Planning Act (Ontario)   desig-
nated as an Environmentally Sensitive Area, Environmentally Significant Area, Environmental 
Protection Area, Restoration Area, Natural Heritage System or other designation for similar pur-
poses that is compatible with the conservation of the biodiversity, ecological features and func-
tions of the site;  

A15       Areas within or adjacent to a Provincial Park, Provincial Park Reserve, Conservation Reserve, 
Conservation Area, Wilderness Area, Provincial Wildlife Area, National Wildlife Area, Migratory 
Bird Sanctuary, National Park, National Park Reserve or Ecological or Nature Reserve managed 
by a government or non-government agency;  

A16       Municipal parks or other protected areas designated or managed for biodiversity conservation 
purposes;  

A17       Areas identified as Carolinian Canada sites or alternate sites;  
A18       Areas designated as Core Natural Area, Natural Area Buffer, Natural Area Link, or Valued Eco-

system Component in the National Capital Greenbelt Master Plan by the National Capital Com-
mission; and  

A19       Areas designated for biodiversity purposes by regional agencies such as the Niagara Parks 
Commission, St. Clair Parkway Commission, St. Lawrence Parks Commission and the Waterfront 
Regeneration Trust.  

 
B. General Criteria for Other Ecologically Sensitive Lands  
 
Lands, easements or covenants relative to such lands, which meet one or more of the following general 
criteria may also be considered to be ecologically sensitive lands in Ontario - subject to the approval of 
the federal Minister of the Environment or a person delegated by the Minister for this purpose. The term 
"significant" for the purposes below refers to definitions provided in Provincial Policy Statements.  
 
B1         Significant habitats such as alvars, prairies, cliffs, Great Lakes coastal habitats, old growth forest 

areas, glacial relic communities and sites with enduring geological features that contribute to bio-
diversity;  

B2         Areas of wildlife concentration such as bat caves, snake hibernacula, heronries, deer wintering 
yards and sites used by migratory water birds and other species for seasonal staging, feeding, 
breeding and like purposes;  

B3         Areas identified, designated or protected as ecologically significant or ecologically important by a 
government or non-government local, provincial, national or international system or body;  

B4         Significant water bodies, rivers, streams, shorelines, valleys, wetiands, groundwater recharge ar-
eas, headwaters and aquifers;  

B5         Significant wildlife or fish habitats;  
B6         Significant woodlands;  
B7         Areas that have significant current or potential for enhanced ecological values through restora-

tion, remediation, management or geographic proximity to other ecologically significant proper-
ties;  

B7         Natural buffers and adjacent lands around areas identified under other ecologically sensitive 
lands categories or criteria that contribute to the conservation of biodiversity;  

B9         Natural links or corridors between areas identified under other ecologically sensitive lands cate-
gories or criteria that contribute to the conservation of biodiversity; 

14 
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B10      Areas used for ling-term scientific study or baseline and benchmark monitoring of biodiversity, 
and 

B11      Areas that contribute to Canada’s environmental heritage through the maintenance of the generic 
diversity of species, ecosystem health, or landscape biodiversity, and other natural spaces of sig-
nificance to the environment in which they are located. 

 
The categories and criteria listed above, for the purposes of implementation of provisions of the Income 
Tax Act (Canada) for ecological gifts, have been agreed to by representatives of Ontario and Canada.  
The list and criteria may be further elaborated and amended by agreement between Environment Can-
ada and the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15 
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Appendix 2  Conservation Land Tax Incentive Program (CLTIP): 1  
 
Community Conservation Lands 
 
Eligibility under the “community conservation lands category” will be limited to those conservation agencies recognized 
as charitable organisations by Revenue Canada under the Income Tax Act.  In addition to being a charitable organisa-
tion, the group’s principal objectives if there are several) must be related to natural heritage protection. An organisa-
tion’s principal objective(s) are set out in the application to revenue Canada for registration as a charity. 
 
In general, “community conservation lands” are defined as lands owned by non-profit, charitable organisations that, 
through management, contribute to provincial conservation and natural heritage program objectives.  They do not fit 
specifically into one of the other four categories of eligible land (provincially significant wetlands, provincially significant 
areas of natural and scientific interest, lands designated escarpment natural area in the Niagara Escarpment Plan and 
the habitat of endangered species). 
 
It is proposed that the specific types of areas set out in the following qualify for property tax relief under this category.  
Applicants will be required to clearly demonstrate that their lands fit into one of these categories. 
 
The specific categories are: 
 
1. Natural heritage areas of significance as identified In the Provincial Policy Statement under the Planning Act  
          (i.e., area components, including adjacent lands and connectors);  
2.        Regionally significant Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest;  
3.        Habitat of species determined to be vulnerable as specified In a recovery plan or other biological study;  
4,        Areas having species occurrences or ecological communities with an S-rank designation of 1-3, as Identified by 
          MNR's Natural Heritage Information Centre;  
5.        Lands that contribute to the natural heritage protection objectives established for the Featured Areas set out in 
          the Ontario Living Legacy Land Use Strategy (e.g., the Great Lakes Heritage Coast);  
6.        Areas designated as a World Heritage Site for biodiversity conservation purposes;  
7.        Areas designated as a core area of a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve;  
8.        Areas designated as a Wetland of International Importance under the Ramsar Convention;  
9.        Areas of natural heritage significance identified In a Canadian Heritage Rivers management plan or strategy;  
10.      Areas designated In the Niagara Escarpment Plan as Escarpment Protection Area,,  
11.      Areas as designated as natural  core,  natural corridor, sensitive hydrological feature, regional recharge, regional 
          discharge or significant landform within an Oak Ridges Moraine strategy or guideline;  
12.     Areas contributing to the conservation of natural heritage and biodiversity that are identified within a regional or 

    watershed plan or strategy developed by a recognized conservation organization; 
13.      Lands associated with the route of a recognized Trail program, such as the Bruce Trail or Trans Canada Trail;  
14.      Areas designated core area, corridor or restoration area in recognized greenway strategies, such as the Lake 
          Ontario Greenway Strategy;  
15.     Areas of natural heritage significance identified within management plans or strategies for  the Trent-Severn or 

    Rideau Waterways; 
16.      Areas within a municipal official plan or zoning by-law under the Planning Act designated as an environmentally 
          sensitive area, environmentally significant area, environmental protection area, natural heritage system or other 
          designation intended to conserve biodiversity or protect ecological features or functions, as Its primary objective;  
17.      Areas within or adjacent to a protected area such as a Provincial Park, National Park, Conservation reserve or 
          National or Provincial Wildlife Area that has natural heritage attributes that contribute to the natural heritage ob
          jectives of the protected  area; 
18.      Areas Identified as Carolinian Canada sites or alternate sites;  
19.      Areas identified under the Great Lakes Wetlands Conservation Action Plan, and  
20. Lands eligible under the 'community conservation land' category, that are held under a conservation easement 

by an eligible organization.  
 
1.  Proposed Revised Category for ‘Other Conservation Lands', Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources  (EBR # PB00E6007) 
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 Appendix 3:  The Managed Forest Tax Incentive Program (MFTIP)1 
 
The Managed Forest Tax Incentive Program (MFTIP) is a voluntary program that provides lower property 
taxes to participating landowners who agree to conserve and actively manage their forests. Under the MFTIP, 
qualifying forest lands (excluding residences) are reassessed similar to farm land values and taxed at 25% of 
the residential tax rate.  
 

To participate in the MFTIP, landowners must agree to certain conditions including preparing and following a 
Managed Forest Plan for their forest. The goal of the plan is to improve the owner's knowledge of the forest 
and increase forest owner's participation in managing their forest. In turn, this helps to ensure the sustainabil-
ity of Ontario's private forests.  
 

Although participation in the MFTIP results in a reduction in municipal property taxes, it is the Ministry of Natu-
ral Resources that is responsible for landowner eligibility under the program. The Ministry of Natural Re-
sources has partnered with the Ontario Forestry Association (OFA) and the Ontario Woodlot Association 
(OWA) for the delivery of the MFTIP. These associations are well established in Ontario and have the neces-
sary knowledge and experience to provide complete customer services to landowners and to process MFTIP 
applications. Landowners are not required to become members of either association.  
 

Eligibility 

To qualify for the program, landowners must meet the following requirements:  

• The land must be owned by a Canadian citizen, corporation, partnership or conservation authority;  

• The forest area must cover at least 4 hectare (10 acres) excluding all residences.  

• The forest must all be on one property with one municipal roll number.  

• There must be a minimum number of trees on each acre.  

• The land cannot be subject to a Registered Plan of subdivision or be licensed under the Aggregate Re-
sources Act 

 
Participation 
The MFTIP guide ("A Guide to... The Managed Forest Tax Incentive Program") provides information on the 
program as well as instructions on how to complete a Managed Forest Plan and the necessary forms. Guides 
can be obtained from either the Ontario Forestry Association or the Ontario Woodlot Association. The MFTIP 
Guide and Forms are also available in PDF (portable document format). 
 

Participation in the program requires the following:  

• As part of the application, a Managed Forest Plan must be prepared. 

• The Managed Forest Plan must approved by a person designated as a Managed Forest Plan Approver. 
These approvers are independent contractors who will charge for their services.  

• The application with the approved Managed Forest Plan must be sent to either the Ontario Forestry As-
sociation or the Ontario Woodlot Association. To qualify for a re-assessment under the MFTIP for the 
upcoming calendar year, the application and Managed Forest Plan must be received no later than July 
31st.  

• The property must be managed according to the Approved Managed Forest Plan and records of activi-
ties must be kept.  

• Every five years the Managed Forest Plan must be reviewed, updated as necessary and approved 
again by a Managed Forest Plan Approver.  

 
Property Tax Savings 
There are two ways in which Managed Forest under MFTIP could have property tax savings. First, forested 
land is usually assessed at a value similar to residential property. However, Managed Forest portions of a 
property under the MFTIP are re-assessed similar to farmland. The Notice of Property Assessment will show 
the assessment values put on various parts of the property. The greater the difference between the local resi-
dential values and farm values, the greater the tax savings.  

1.  Adapted from A Guide to the Managed Forest tax Incentive Program, Ministry of Natural Resources (http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/MNR/
forests/mftip/home.htm) 
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 Second, Managed Forest portions of a property under the MFTIP are taxed at 25% of the residential tax rate 
set each year by the local municipality. The 25% of the tax rate is applied to the assessed value of the Man-
aged Forest portion of the property. Where tax rates are higher, there will be greater tax savings.  

 
Costs 
The MFTIP involves some costs to the landowner.  

• A Managed Forest Plan Approver must be hired to approve a new Managed Forest Plan, or to approve 
amendments related to increases or decreases in the Managed Forest area.  

• Every five years, Managed Forest Plan Approver must be hired to send in a Plan Review and approve 
the Updated Managed Forest Plan.  

• A forestry consultant might be hired to assist with the preparation of the Managed Forest Plan and to 
update the plan every 5 years.  

 
 


