
1 
 

2020 OLTA Digital Gathering 
“Courageous Land Conservation” 

 
CONFERENCE PROGRAM 

Draft 
 

 
Session Overviews 

 
Monday, October 19, 2020 
1 Welcome / Land Acknowledgement 
9:00 am – 9:15 am 
 
2 Indigenous Relations 
9:15 am – 10:30 am 
Stephanie Sobek-Swant and Mackenzie Lespérance, rare Charitable Research Reserve; 
Elwood Jimmy (author of “Towards Braiding”) 
 
Breakouts – Why Are We Together 
You will be placed in a breakout room with others. Your collective mission is to determine the 
common thread that connects you. You will have 20 minutes. The group who discovers the 
common link between themselves wins bragging rights! 
 
3 Keynote: Land Trusts, Ecological Corridors and Nature Conservation That Matters 
11:00 am – 12:00 pm 
Harvey Locke, Chair of the IUCN World Commission on Protected Areas Beyond the Aichi 
Targets Task Force 
The world is facing a triple crisis of biodiversity collapse, climate change and a pandemic. These 
are all related. Ecological corridors can play a big role in fixing these problems. Land trusts are 
key to creating them in southern and middle Canada. The land trust movement can thus play a 
vital role in creating a landscape of hope that will give us a brighter future that is equitable, 
nature-positive and carbon neutral. 
 
4 OLTA’s New Strategic Plan 
3:00pm – 3:20pm 
This session will give an overview of OLTA’s new strategic plan 
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5 OLTA Member Accomplishments 
3:25pm – 3:45pm 
OLTA Member Accomplishments presentation that highlights the achievements of OLTA 
Members and Associates over the last year. Celebrate and learn from all the amazing land 
conservation and stewardship work happening in our community.  
 
OLTA Annual General Meeting 
4:00 pm – 5:30 pm 
The meeting will be via Zoom. Information will be sent out 10 days prior. 
 
Digital Campfire Sing-a-long 
7:30 pm 
Join the fun around the digital fire organized by Coco Love Alcorn. 
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Tuesday, October 20, 2020 
Morning Coffee 
8:30 am – 9:00 am 
Grab your coffee/tea and start the day with informal networking. 
 
6 Ecological Gifts Program 
9:00 am – 10:15 am 
Laura Kucey, Ontario Coordinator, Ecological Gifts Program, Environment and Climate Change 
Canada 
 
Breakout – Have Your Say – OLTA’s Strategic Plan 
10:15 am – 10:45 am 
Join the OLTA Board of Governors to discuss your feedback on the strategic plan. Bring your 
questions and comments to assist in OLTA’s strategic direction for the coming years. 
 
7 Communication Amidst Global Distractions 
10:45 am – 12:00 pm 
Tanya Clark, The Couchiching Conservancy; Jane Gilbert, Nature Conservancy of Canada; 
Vincent Luk 
This panel will address how to get your message out during this time of global distractions. 
 
Breakout – Securement / Stewardship / COVID Challenges 
12:00 pm – 12:30 pm 
Have questions for experienced staff? Looking to connect with others on a specific topic? Join 
one of these breakout rooms for some informal networking. 
 
8 S&P Best Practices in COVID Times 
12:30 pm – 1:45 pm 
Antoin Diamond, The Bruce Trail Conservancy; Robert Orland, Orland Conservation; Susan 
Walmer, Oak Ridges Moraine Land Trust. 
The Canadian Land Trust (CLT) Standards and Practices (S&Ps) are the guidelines that 
describe how to operate a land trust legally, ethically and in the public interest, with a sound 
program of land transactions and land stewardship. Come and join the conversation on how to 
use the S&Ps in practice during these COVID times. 
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Wednesday, October 21, 2020 
Morning Coffee 
8:30 am – 9:00 am 
Grab your coffee/tea and start the day with informal networking. 
 
9 Funding Land Conservation 
9:00 am – 10:15 am 
Jessica Burns, Wildlife Habitat Canada; Bob Barnett, Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy; 
Michelle Kanter, Carolinian Coalition Canada; Kimberley MacKenzie, KMA 
 
Bob Barnett, Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy 
Carbon Offsets 
Bob will describe how carbon offset sales to the voluntary market work and what a land trust 
must do to benefit 
 
Jessica Burns, Wildlife Habitat Canada 
LTCF Program Overview 
This will be a high level overview of the year 2 Large and Small Grant Programs, application 
process and common application errors.  

Learning Outcomes: 
1. Gain a better understanding of the overall Large and Small Grant Program structures. 
2. Gain a better understanding of the application process for the Large and Small Grant 
Programs. 

 
Michelle Kanter, Carolinian Coalition Canada 
Deshkan Ziibi Conservation Impact Bond:Co-creating a Green Future 
In spring 2020, Carolinian Canada and partners launched the Deshkan Ziibi Conservation 
Impact Bond, a unique cross-sector finance mechanism to accelerate healthy landscapes in the 
spirit and practice of reconciliation.  Co-creation of the financial investment mechanism is just 
one story. Early results indicate that strategic collaboration can attract support for high-quality 
habitat with multiple environmental, economic and social returns.   

Learning Outcomes: 
1. Keys to success for a Conservation Impact Bond 
2. Early results of Deshkan Ziibi Conservation Impact Bond 
3. Conservation sector’s role in a green economy 
 

Kimberley MacKenzie 
Lessons for Fundraising During a Pandemic 
 
Breakout – Board / Engaging Youth / Senior Staff 
10:15 am – 10:45 am 
Have an interest in engaging youth? Are you a board member or senior staff looking to connect 
with others? Join one of these breakout rooms for some informal networking. 
 
10 OLTA Awards 
10:45 am – 11:15 am 
Join us as we recognize outstanding individuals and land trusts. 
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11 Closing Session: A Resilience Agenda for Protected Lands 
11:15 am – 12:15 pm 
Julia Baird, Brock University 
We are living in an era of change and uncertainty, and ‘resilience’ is increasingly emphasized to 
successfully navigate this era. But, what does resilience mean in the context of protected lands? 
I will focus on answering this question using the perspective that the environment and society 
are strongly intertwined. In answering the question, ways in which protected lands are 
contributing to broader system resilience, and promising ways in which contributions could be 
enhanced, will be identified. Through the presentation, a resilience agenda for protected lands 
will be set out. 
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