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Advocacy
• Prince Edward County advocates successfully defeated 
two industrial wind turbine projects in the South Shore

• Protecting fragile biodiversity from harmful development



Prince 
Edward 
County

• South of Belleville, West of Kingston, 2-hour drive from 
Toronto

• South Shore lies on the traditional lands of the 
Wendake-Nionwentsïo, Haudenosaunee and Mississauga 
Nations 



A rare and 
fragile place
• In 1992 Prince Edward Point was 

designated as an International 
Monarch Butterfly Reserve 

• Since the mid-1970’s bird migrations 
at Prince Edward Point have been 
documented by the Kingston Field 
Naturalists

• In 2000, Prince Edward County’s 
South Shore and surrounding waters 
were designated as an Important Bird 
and Biodiversity Area

• There is no other location on the 
Canadian side of Lake Ontario 
where birds are known to occur 
in such high densities during 
migration



2020



Blanding’s Turtle 
slowly but surely 
wins the race

• Major migratory flyway

• At least 39 Species at Risk

• Rare and fragile Alvars

• Little Brown Bats

• $2 million in legal fees raised by 
grassroots bake + yard sales, 
urgent pleas





Vision: Our vision is a permanently protected 

Prince Edward County South Shore where together 

biodiversity and people thrive.

Mission: Together, our mission is to educate and 

advocate for the protection, preservation and 

restoration of South Shore lands and waters.



2023



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bN27sa-wiXE 

Engaging hearts 
& minds







2020 Conservation 
Reserve designation 
process launches

2023 Monarch Point 
Conservation Reserve 
announced



Awareness 
& Education

• Consistent, targeted communications and creative public events

• Partnering with local non-profits and supporters

• Fundraising to Create the Future of our South Shore



Natural 
Core 
Areas



…and we’ve 
just got started

• As a result of our 2022 conference, a team of volunteers 

are now exploring opportunities to build a footpath 

from Point Petre to Point Traverse

• Our Species at Risk Guide – available at Books & Co and 

ssji.ca – is educating people about biodiversity and 

that’s just the beginning

• Restoration work on Hudgin Log House is well underway 

to creating the County’s 1st Field Centre for all

• Events like Art Extravaganza are engaging artists and 

photographers and helping us to fund public events, 

education and key projects such as an upcoming 

history of the commercial fishery industry



Questions & 
Answers

Contact me:
John Hirsch
President, South Shore Joint Initiative
john.hirsch@ssji.ca or (613) 846-0046
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